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is restless and prone to wander away from home, they seek
to attach him to his home by means of his soul. In the
night, while he sleeps, his anxious mother cuts his finger-
nails and some locks of his hair. Next day a magician is
called in. He binds these personal relics magically by
spitting on them and hiding them with certain formulas in
a beam of the house. By these means the boy will be at-
tached to the house and freed from his tendency to wander.
And when a young slave has been captured in war and
brought to the house a similar ceremony is performed to, pre-
vent him from attempting to escape.1
People who believe that they can be magically injured
through their shorn hair or the parings of their nails com-
monly take great care to hide these relics of their person, so
as to put them beyond the reach of animals and the maleficent
arts   of sorcerers.    Thus   for  example   among   the   Tigre
people of Abyssinia, " Everybody gathers his hair when it
has been shaved off and buries it under a green tree or hides
it in a secret place.    For a small boy the parents take it
until he grows up.    But when he arrives at the age of dis-
cretion, they say to him :  ' Gather thy hair ! '   And he him-
self like the grown-up people puts his hair in a secret place.
If the wind carries the hair away, or if a man treads upon
it, or, again, if an animal eats it, they say it is not good, and
they are afraid.   And some say that if a man has not hid
his hair, God will account with him in the other world, say-
ing :  ' Why hast thou not gathered thy hair ? '    Others say
that if a man does not hide his hair it will be scanty, or.that
he will lose his reason.    Others again say that if the wind
scatters the hair of a man, his family will be scattered all
around ; or that if an animal eats it and is choked by it, the
responsibility for the animal will be upon, the owner of the
hair.   And because they are afraid of all this, everybody
hides his hair.    Men take great care that the nails of their
fingers and the nails of their toes are not lost.    And every-
body, at the time when he cuts his nails or when the nail is
broken off by itself, takes great care that they do not slip
away from him;  and he wraps his nails in a rag and buries
this in the ground.    Or even if he buries them without a
1 B. Gutmann, Dichten und Denkcn dtr Dschaggancgcr, p. 65.